
 

Main Road, Smalley Derbyshire DE7 6EF 

01332 880317 

Head teacher – Mrs K Mason 

22nd May 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Following on from the letter our Trust Leader sent yesterday, I write to outline our individual 
school plans. 
 
Our position regarding the re-opening of our school is that we will only open to 
children of our key-workers and vulnerable children until further notice. The families of 
these children have been contacted and will be able to send children in to school from 1st 
June 2020.  
 
We have completed a comprehensive risk assessment using the government guidance and 
support from our Trust. 
 
The school is working very closely with our trust Embark Federation and our family of 
schools to ensure that our planning is comprehensive. We will be sharing a full risk 
assessment with all parents and carers once this has been finalised. Embark Federation are 
liaising with the Department for Education closely to ensure that any plans made are in line 
with Government guidance, which keeps updating on a daily basis and we are amending our 
plans accordingly.  
 
It is with this in mind, that we have assessed that we only currently have capacity to welcome 
this group of children. During the last eight weeks there have been relatively few key-worker 
children in school on some days, more on others. Going forward however, as the 
Government is opening up more businesses and extending this list of key-workers, as well as 
aiming to have more children and teachers in schools, the number of key-worker children 
needing our support has risen considerably and stands at around a quarter of the children on 
roll. In light of the strict safety measures and social distancing that we must put in place to 
safeguard the staff, the children and their families, this means that we can only adhere to the 
guidance by offering places to this number of children at the moment. If guidance changes in 
the coming days and weeks, we will of course review our position and communicate with you 
all at the earliest opportunity. 
 
We realise that for some of our families this will be a huge disappointment and it has 
certainly been a very difficult conclusion to come to, for me, our staff, the Local Governing 
Team and the Trust. Children will be taught in “bubbles” throughout the week, with two staff 
members consistently attached to that “bubble” of children. The layout of our classrooms, 
corridors and toilet facilities means that maintaining social distancing for a greater number of 
children would not be possible and would therefore mean we cannot meet the Government 
criteria set out in their latest guidance.  
 
However, I must stress that government guidance is continually being updated and a key 
date that we are eagerly waiting for is 28th May 2020. This is the date that the Government is 
planning to review the R number (infection rate) and this will in turn inform whether the 
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ambition of re-opening schools to a wider number of children is in fact viable. If, in fact, we 
are instructed to not open more widely on June 1st 2020 then we will revert to our current 
arrangements i.e. open for emergency childcare provision for Key workers or vulnerable 
children who have absolutely no other option for childcare as is the case at present. 
 
In the meantime, we are working with the current guidance and will increase the number of 
children in school slowly and safely. In order to plan for the possibility of bringing more 
children into school before the end of term, it would be desirable if children of key-workers 
attending school from 8th June 2020, could attend on a full-time basis. This varies from the 
previous arrangement in order to align with the government’s aim of re-opening schools more 
widely, which is ultimately what we are working towards. Although there will be no fines 
issued and no penalties for not attending school in the current situation, it will help us plan 
towards opening school more widely if the number of children in the “bubbles” and in school 
overall, are consistent. 
 
You will receive a further letter, as soon as we are able to share with you the detail of how 
school will look from the 1st June 2020, such as: lunchtime arrangements, systems for arrival 
at school and our expectations of behaviour and dress. As you can imagine, the timelines are 
rapid and ever changing and I am very grateful for your patience and understanding, as we 
try our very best to make school as safe as possible for everyone entitled to attend. 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Mrs K Mason 
Headteacher 
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