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3rd January 2021 

Dear Parents, 

First of all, ‘Happy New Year!’. I sincerely hope that 2021 brings peace, hope and good health 

to you and your families and that we can all look forward to life as we knew it this time last year! 

You may be aware that over this weekend the NEU (England’s largest teaching union) had 
advised its members not to return to their classrooms next week amid serious health and safety 
fears.   A number of other unions have also advised their members that it is unsafe to attend the 

workplace at present if the school is fully opened to all pupils. 
 
Individual members of staff have had to make their own decisions, which will not have been 

taken lightly.  Following a review of staff’s decisions and in consultation with the Trust, I am 
pleased to confirm, once again, that we will be open to all pupils tomorrow morning (Monday 4th 
January 2021).   

While the staff at Smalley always look forward to welcoming your children back to school I want 
to make you aware that they have had a moral dilemma and have chosen to put your child’s 
education first. They are, however, anxious about their own safety in returning to the classroom 
when primary teaching colleagues in the London area (also Tier 4) have been asked only to 
open for children of critical workers and vulnerable pupils. 

With all the above in mind I am asking once again for your full support in helping us to get 
through this worrying time together. Our School Risk Assessment is currently being amended to 
reflect further safety measures for both adults and children in school to limit the spread of the 
virus which will, in turn, enable our school to stay open. Below are a few polite requests: 

• Please continue to send your child to school with nothing other than a water bottle and 
reading book and packed lunch if required. (Our kitchen will be open as usual for school 
meals).  

• Thank you for continuing to wear masks whilst on the school drive, this is necessary now 
more than ever and should help to keep our whole school community safe.  

• Please may I politely remind you not to gather at the school gates, this is not permitted in 
Tier 4 and causes great anxiety to many individuals. If we have your permission to 
release your child at the end of the school day then please arrange a space to meet 
away from others.  

• I have instructed the staff not to come out beyond the class bubble entrance gates/door 
so please do not approach them. Telephone the school office or email should you wish to 
speak to them. Communication is of great importance to us but must be done remotely. 
 

In conclusion, I have not written to cause further worry or concern, but to be open with you all 

about the current situation and to forewarn families that despite everyone’s best efforts there 

may be periods of remote learning ahead of us during this term. (You may wish to have your 

child’s home learning exercise book available, sent out in October.) I appreciate that this letter 

http://richardsonendowedprimary.typepad.com/


may have raised more questions for you and your child, but please be assured we will do 

everything we can to safeguard the health of your child and every member of the school 

community, and to communicate in as clearly and timely a manner as possible. 

 

Kind regards 

Mrs K Mason 

Headteacher 
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