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         18th May 2020 

A message from the Chair of Governors 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope this letter finds you safe and well. Much has already been written and said about the 

unusual circumstances we find ourselves in and some of our families will have faced the realities of 

that head-on. I hope everyone is finding the strength that they need at this time. 

Our school has been partially closed now for some weeks, open only for those who have needed 

us most. During that time, the staff in school and those working from home have been doing an 

incredible job.  Throughout this time, I have been in regular contact with school staff and the 

Embark leaders and I couldn’t be prouder of the Smalley staff team and everything they are doing, 

wherever they are doing it. 

Within the last few days the government has announced that schools may begin to open up again 

to a wider number of children from 1st June 2020. The proposed year groups were listed as 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. While schools have been partially closed, one of the priorities for 

Mrs Mason, the Local Governing Team and the staff team has always been to begin looking at 

working towards re-opening, as and when it is safe to do so. This is a very complex issue and must 

take into account the safety and wellbeing of the children, their families and all of the school staff. 

Re-opening our school safely will take time and preparation and I want to reassure you that 

everything possible is being done to identify potential difficulties and, wherever possible, overcome 

them. Nothing will be rushed. Work is going on, almost around the clock, to keep up-to-date with 

the latest government guidance and to adapt our school opening plans to that guidance. This is 

extremely complex but the safety of our children and staff are at the heart of every conversation 

and every decision being made. 

We must also recognise that school will not be the same place when it re-opens. The welcome and 

warmth of the staff will be the same, but the safety measures that we must put in place to minimise 

the risk of cross-infection will give a very different atmosphere from that which our children are 

used to. More details of how things will look and how the school day will work will be shared with 

relevant year groups before half-term.  

Home learning will continue for children in year groups who are not part of the phased return and 

for children who cannot or choose not to return to school at this time. You may have read in the 

media and from government guidance that there will be no fines issued for non-attendance at this 

time. That is fully supported by me and the Local Governing Team. 

Our staff are working hard planning for what comes next, looking at what children may need for 

physical safety, mental wellbeing and academically and are busy developing the curriculum 

accordingly. Mrs Mason and the Embark Trust leaders are also busy assessing all the changes 

that need to be made to make school as safe as it can be. 

So, rest assured that “out of sight” certainly doesn’t mean “out of mind” for our children and their 

families. Although many of you aren’t seeing anyone at school at the moment, I know that Mrs 

Mason and the entire staff team are thinking of you, planning for how best to support children now 

http://richardsonendowedprimary.typepad.com/


and in the future and we will continue to keep our children at the forefront of every decision being 

made. 

We are all very grateful for your continued support and I hope you and your families remain safe 

and well. 

 

 

Mrs R Watson 

Chair of Governors   
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