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8th January 2021 
Dear Parents, 
 
Last night I scrolled back through our school website to find some information and 
was pleasantly surprised and somewhat emotional to see so many wonderful 
photographs from the Autumn term in our school. The smiles on the children’s faces 
as they arrived back in September, queued up for their ice-cream van in December 
and played in the ‘snow’ on the last of day of school were just a few highlights. 
 
I know a number of you were thrilled that the children had enjoyed such a wonderful 
time in our school as we allowed them to celebrate Christmas with their friends in 
school. However, we are at the end of our first week back in the new calendar year 
and life is so very different. This week your children have had a massive change and 
so have you! 
 
I write this to send our support and thanks to all of you who are keeping your children 
at home and are trying your very best with home learning. We totally understand that 
there are technical issues for some of you and we are working hard to support you 
through these. The live check-ins each morning have been extremely successful in 
connecting with the children and to give them clear instruction for the day which will 
hopefully support you with the learning. 
 
Please note however, that these live sessions are between the children and their 
teachers and are not a forum for parents to be asking the teacher questions. Please 
remember the teacher is also instructing keyworker children in school at the same 
time.  
 
If you have any questions please contact teachers via their home learning email 
address.  
 
Class R email:  receptionhomelearning@richardson.derbyshire.sch.uk  
Class 1 email:  class1homelearning@richardson.derbyshire.sch.uk  
Class 2 email:  class2homelearning@richardson.derbyshire.sch.uk   
Class 3 email:  class3homelearning@richardson.derbyshire.sch.uk  
Class 4 email:  class4homelearning@richardson.derbyshire.sch.uk  
Class 5 email:  class5homelearning@richardson.derbyshire.sch.uk  
Class 6 email:  class6homelearning@richardson.derbyshire.sch.uk  
 
Google classroom is for interaction between your child and their teacher. 
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As you are no doubt aware we have tried to provide your child with a more rigid 
timetable and a work book for learning this lockdown. This will help your child to have 
some structure and during the afternoon your child’s class teacher will be responding 
to your child’s learning and any questions via Google classroom. 
 
Your child’s class teacher may telephone or email you to check on how your child is 
doing. This is not meant to add pressure, it is merely to support you and your child in 
the best way possible. The phone call is a good chance for your child to chat with 
their teacher and address any misconceptions. 
 
Critical Workers 
 
As you can see when you queue on the school drive in a morning we have a very 
high number of children still attending school. 
 
We are keen to support the important work of our critical workers and respect that 
this is much needed. However, Government guidance states that ‘we now need to 
use every lever at our disposal to reduce all our social contacts whenever possible’ it 
also states that ‘parents and carers who are critical workers should keep their 
children at home if they can’. 
 
I am so grateful to those critical workers who are working with us to only take up 
part-time places to enable us to keep our numbers as low as possible each day. 
This is very much appreciated by the teaching staff who are all, as you can imagine, 
concerned about their own safety. If you have been allocated a full-time keyworker 
place but only work part-time please consider whether you really need every day. We 
may have to consider verifying your full-time employment in writing if necessary. 
 
Finally 
 
Please may I place on record my thanks once again to you for your support during 
this difficult week in Education. We have received so many kind messages and 
appreciation and it really does put a smile on the faces of the staff who are working 
incredibly hard for your children. They are so committed to this school and again, I 
thank them for their dedication and professionalism in very difficult times. 
  
Stay safe and look after yourselves and the community. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mrs K Mason 
Headteacher 
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